Dear Parents/Carers



November 2010
Information Letter Term 2 2010
We are very pleased to see all our children back from the half term break.
This term we will be continuing to follow the children’s interests and ideas and planning our activities around the observations we make on the children and the things that interest them. For example this week we will be talking about what the children did on their half term break. Some children went out on Halloween and we will be following this up with them.  We would really like parents/carers to become involved in this so if your child is showing a real interest in something at home please let your key worker know and we will endeavour to take it further at the Nursery.  Our ideas for the week are on show in the foyer and in the playroom so you can always check and see what direction the children are leading us in for that week.  You are always welcome to add any ideas of your own on to this sheet.
As the term moves on we will be giving the children a chance to engage in quite a few Christmas activities and we will keep you informed of these nearer the time.;

Although primarily we will be following the children’s interest there are adult initiated activities and the focuses for each learning area this term are as follows:
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Personal Social and Emotional Development

The focus this term is Sense of Community.  We will be encouraging the children to make connections between different parts of their life experiences,  have a positive self image and have an awareness and interest in cultural and religious differences.

Physical Development
In this area we are looking at Movement and Space.  We will be engaging in music and movement activities inside and encouraging the children to be active but safe in the outside area. We will be playing ball and balancing games outside.
Problem Solving Reasoning and Numeracy
We will be continuing our focus on Numbers as Labels for Counting.  We will be using the activities the children are showing an interest in to extend their counting skills and their understanding of number. We will also be working on number recognition. There are a number of ways you can help your child with their maths skills.  For example number rhymes such 1,2,3,4,5, Once I caught a fish alive” is excellent for helping children understand what 1 or 2 really means.  Looking out for numbers in the outside environment and collecting interesting objects and counting them are other simple things that can be done with your child at home.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World

The area that we will be looking at this term will be Communities.  We will be looking at how the children respond to special events in their lives.  We will be introducing the children to different occupations and ways of life.  We will also be looking at different cultures and beliefs.
Creative

The aspect of Creative Development we will be focusing on is Music and Dance.    We will be playing musical instrument games and engaging in music and movement inside and out.  We will also be learning different rhymes and songs for the children to practice at home.
CLL

The focus in this area is Writing.  We will be encouraging the children to engage in mark making both inside and outside.  We will be supporting the children in recognising and writing their own names.

We will also be looking at letters and sounds with the children by working through Phase One of the Letters and Sounds Teaching Programme.
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All these areas will be explored through play, role play, stories and rhymes.  If you have any particular skills that you think would help us and the children please get in touch with us.
As stated earlier we would love parents to become involved with what their children are doing at the Nursery.  If your child shows a particular interest in something or finds something he or she gets excited about please let us know.  There are always ways you can extend your children’s learning at home and if you would like to find out more please talk to Jill or Barbara.  We have a range of DVDs covering communication skills and leaflets which set out fun activities to help maths skills.

BUTTERFLY NURSERY

