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Term 1-2010 

Welcome back after the summer break and to those of you just starting with us.

From September 2010 our session times are -

Mornings – 8.50 to 11.50
Afternoons – 11.50 to 2.50
(Incl. lunchtime)
This change follows a consultation with our parents regarding the changes to the EYEE funding from 12½ to 15 hours per week.  At each session children will arrive at the main door and will go home from the playground. As we are running to our maximum numbers of children on many of our sessions we rely on parents collecting their children promptly to avoid us exceeding this – particularly at 11.50.  Any child collected more than 10 minutes after the end of their session will be charged our late collection fee which is our hourly rate (£3.50) for every 15 minutes.  There have been occasions when staff have been unable to take their lunch break as they are waiting for a parent to arrive.
Coat Pegs – Some of last years children may have a new peg number/picture to reduce any duplications.  New children will be advised which is their peg.  The top row is for the older children and the bottom for the younger.  We would ask that any bags and shoes/boots be placed 
in the plastic boxes under the benches below your child’s peg.

Letters/Handouts – Any correspondence is placed in your child’s folder in the filing trays on the Parents Table. Any letters/newsletters will be ready for you to take from your folder the end of the Monday morning session each week. It is your responsibility to check your child’s folder for any letters, we will not be handing any out. This allows Rachel and Sue to always be available to deal with any payments or enquiries in the office at the start and end of every session. 

Bags – Children’s bags with their spare change of clothes can be kept at nursery.  We will only send them home with their bag if it contains wet/dirty clothes unless we are advised otherwise. 
Early opening
We are still offering the opportunity for you to leave your child with us at 8.30am.  This will be more convenient for those of you who are dropping older children at Meridian School at the same time so that you don’t need to wait outside.  The cost is £1.50 per morning as this does not form part of the 15 hour funded offer.  
This will need to be booked and paid for in advance with Rachel or Sue in the office.  
Uniform 
We have a supply of t-shirts (£5) and sweatshirts (£10).  See Rachel or Sue if you would like to buy any items.
Fees - Invoices have already been issued for this term.  Payments are due on the first session of each term.  If you need to make weekly payments then arrangements can be made for this.  Late payments may incur a £5 charge. 

Funding - Forms are being handed out shortly for children eligible for their funding (EYEE). Please complete and hand back by the deadline.  Forms not returned by the deadline will not qualify and you will then be invoiced accordingly.
Coats - Please ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for the weather when they come to nursery.  As the children spend nearly as much time out in the playground as they do inside the nursery this is necessary.  Please also be aware that our outdoor activities include painting, gardening and water play so please avoid sending your child in wearing their ‘best’ clothes.  And please remember to label all items (including uniform).

Birthdays/Sweets - Due to a number of children attending nursery with a range of food allergies and our healthy eating policy, we ask that parents kindly refrain from bringing sweets for handing out on their child’s birthday.  We do still celebrate birthdays in a number of ways to make it a special time for your child.

PTA news - The next PTA meeting is on Wednesday 22nd September at 8pm in the Badgers Watch. All parents new and existing are welcome.

There will shortly be a PTA notice board on the wall outside the nursery office for their meetings and activities. 
Holiday dates - The Nursery will be closed for the break from Monday 25th to Friday 29th October and will re-open on Monday 1st November.

Absences - If your child doesn’t seem 100% well in the morning then please do not bring them to Nursery.  We will soon ring and ask you to come back and collect them if they seem unwell.

Also if your child has had an upset stomach then please do not bring them back until 48 hours after the sickness has stopped.  These bugs affect the staff as well as the other children.  If we do not have enough staff then the Nursery would have to close.

If your child is absent from Nursery then please telephone the office on 583018.  If we have not heard from you by the second day of absence then we will ring you.
Parents

If you stay in the nursery during the session either to settle your child or as a parent helper then please make sure you have signed in as a visitor.  The visitor’s book is kept in the office.  Please then take a visitors badge from the box.

Pushchairs
Please can you make sure that pushchairs remain outside the Nursery as the entrance area into and out of the play room can get extremely congested.

Important Dates

A full list of term dates is attached.  However, these may be subject to slight changes so please check future correspondence.
