Dear Parents/Carers



September 2010
Information Letter Term 1 2010
We are very pleased to see all our children back from the summer break and we would like to extend a warm welcome to those joining us this term.
Our planning for this term will be based around the observations we have made of the children since they started back in September and we will be following their lead and planning our activities around what they are showing an interest in.  For example this last couple of weeks the children have been very keen on collecting and sorting the leaves in the playground.  We have linked this with our focus on numbers as labels for counting and we will be creating numbers out of different textures, such as leaves and sticks.  This will then form part of our wall display. Other children have been very interested in mark making and we are therefore thinking of fun ways we can extend this interest.  We would really like parents/carers to become involved in this so if your child is showing a real interest in something at home please let your key worker know and we will endeavour to take it further at the Nursery.  Our ideas for the week are on show in the foyer and in the playroom so you can always check and see what direction the children are leading us in for that week.  You are always welcome to add any ideas of your own on to this sheet.
Although primarily we will be following the children’s interest there are adult initiated activities and the focuses for each learning area this term are as follows:

Personal Social and Emotional Development
The focus this term is Self Confidence and Self Esteem.  For our new little ones this will mostly be concerned with giving them confidence in the Nursery and with their key worker.  For our existing children we will be encouraging them to talk about their own experiences have pride in their own achievements and have the confidence to try new things.
Physical Development
In this area we are looking at Using Equipment and Materials.  We have equipped the Nursery with a range of different mark making equipment and the children will have the opportunity to explore and experiment with this.
Problem Solving Reasoning and Numeracy
The focus for this term is Numbers as Labels for Counting.  We will be using the activities the children are showing an interest in to extend their counting skills and their understanding of number.  There are a number of ways you can help your child with their maths skills.  For example number rhymes such 1,2,3,4,5, Once I caught a fish alive” is excellent for helping children understand what 1 or 2 really means.  Looking out for numbers in the outside environment and collecting interesting objects and counting them are other simple things that can be done with your child at home.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World

The area that we will be looking at this term will be Design and Making.  The children will be given the opportunity to construct from a variety of resources.  
Creative

The aspect of creative development we will be focusing on is Exploring Media.  We will be providing the children will several different types of art and craft for them to experiment with both inside and outside.
CLL

The focus in this area is Language for Communication.  We will be covering this through role play and stories and rhymes.
All these areas will be explored through play, role play, stories and rhymes.  If you have any particular skills that you think would help us and the children please get in touch with us.
As stated earlier we would love parents to become involved with what their children are doing at the Nursery.  If your child shows a particular interest in something or finds something he or she gets excited about please let us know.  There are always ways you can extend your children’s learning at home and if you would like to find out more please talk to Jill or Barbara.  We have a range of DVDs covering communication skills and leaflets which set out fun activities to help maths skills.
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